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Ministrie van Justitie 
t. .1. V. Afdeling IND 
Schedeldoekhaven 100 
2511 EX Holland. 




Here by I protest against granting asylum to 
Gulbuddin Hekmatyar by the government of the 
Netherlands. He has committed crime against 
humanity and there is no place for him in any 
democratic society. 



Name : 
IniLiais : 
Address: 



Country: 



Signature. 



Date 
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Ministrie van Justitie 
t. .1. V. Afdeling IND 
Schedeldoekhaven 100 
2511 EX Holla nd. 

Hereby I protest against granting asylum to 
Said Mohammad Gulabzoy by the Government 
of Netherlands. He has committed crime 
against humnaity and there is no place for 
such a criminal in any democratic society. 



First Name: 
Last Name.. 
Address 



Position in Afghanistan. 



Telephone ( ) 



V 



Signature 



Date 
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River borders in the Soviet territory prayed on the sound of Azan that crossed the Oxus by 
waves. Now that those countries are free and independent, their citizens may freely come to 
Baikh to attend the tradtional celebration of the New Year, which has economic advantages for 
Afghanistan, as well as political advantages, such as the creation of brotherly relations and 
coordination of Islamic togetherness between the muslims of the region. However, your 
unreasonable decision to abolish the historic and traditional celebration, would send the Muslims 
of the region, especially the Shiite population, to Meshad-Iran, instead of Mazare Sharif- 
Afghanistan ! 

This unreasonable policy of yours, in my opinion, is a service to the policy of Iran, because Iran 
has never recognized Mazare Sharif as the tomb of the Fourth Khalif (something that the 
majority of the peoples of Afghanistan and northern independent countries believe in); Iran is 
now striving to make Meshad more sacred to the eyes of those peoples. As a result of your 
unreasonable policy, peoples of Afghanistan from norther provinces and from central provinces, 
instead of being led towards Mazare Sharif, they are ridden to Meshad-Iran and you cannot stop 
the pilgrimage! 

From the economic view point. New Year Nauroz brings about a great economic movement 
throughout the country, from tree plantation, plowing, shoveling competition to animals show, 
wrestling, national dancing and provision of recreation and entertertainment for children, 
varieties of candies, sweets cookies and dried fruits, competition of poetry and celebration of 
orange blossom; the day has been known as a joyfull day for Afghans for thousands of years and 
has been very yielding and profit making for many people. In view of all the good aspects of 
Nauroz, you tell us and show us which aspect of Nauroz is controvercial to Islamic 
jurisprudence? Your government continually engaged in war during the past three years, not 
only failed to provide work, salary and food for the people, but also led the people to poverty 
and disease, instead of creating additional joyfull and celebration days, good for economy, sports 
and recreation, you have abolished a good economic and cultural day, Nauroz, why? 

Dear Taliban Brothers! Your greatest service to Afghanistan, which will be remembered always, 
with great respect and attribution, by future generations and history, is the salvation of 
Afghansitan from disintegration and division; nothing else is better than satisfying yourself 
with this great achievement and honor and to transfer the political powers to the people, so 
that people could elect a government by their own free will, so that it always praises you and 
your services and sacrifices and strives for the establishment of peace and security in 
Afghanistan with your consultation and cooperation. If you are truly Talib "i.e., students of 
religion", as you claim to be, then the art and science of governing is not your profession and 
duty; it seems that your failure in domestic and foreign policies has stemmed from this lacking. 
Those with vision would believe hitherto! 

Your benevolent brother 
Sayed KhaliloUah Hashemeyan (Ph.D.) 

Editor of Afghanistan Mirror 
Former Professor of Kabul University 

Copies sent toi 

Eleanor Smeal, President of Feminist Majority Foundation 
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To: President Bill Ointon 
The White Hooae 
Washington, DC 20S00 



PLEASE DO EVERYTHING IN YOUR POWER TO 
RESTORE WOMEN'S HUMAN RIGHTS IN AFGHANISTAN 

AND END GENDER APARTHEID 



Dear President Qintottt 



We die undersigned, over 120 U.S. women's ri^its groups, human rights organizations, 
and women*s studies programs in U.S. colleges and universities, are outraged by the gender 
apaitbdd in Afj^knistan. With the takeover of most of Af^^ 

militia, women have been foibidden to woik, go to university, or leave dieir homes without a 
close male relative. Girls are not allowed to go to school - not even elementary schooL Women 
are forced to wear the heid-to-toe *burqa" in public, witii only a mesh opening to see and breathe 
igh. 



Ml 



Is of womett have been beaten for not being "properly ''dressed. InlateMarch 
1 997, a woman wu stoned to death for attenqpting to leave the country witii a man who was not 
her relative. Homes with women are required to have their windows painted opaque, so the 
women cannot be seen. Women are not even allowed to wear shoes that make noise when diey 
walk. We have heard fixm a journidisttiiat at die state orphanage in 
been allowed outside since September of 1996. 

lUs is truly a baddash against women. Befim die Taliban's control, women in 
Afghanistan were educated and employed. AtKabulUniversity half 4esaidentsand60%of die 
teadiers weie women. In addition, women made up 50% of civilian government workers, 70% 
of schoolteachm, and 40% of doctors. 

The ban on women working hu thrown tens of thousands of fiunili^ into destitution, 
becanse many women in Af i^ianistan are widows and are die sole source of support for their 
fmwnXWmA Althou^ a Very few women nurses and doctors are permitted to continue working to 
serve women patients, diey are harassed. Wonm have also been shot at for leaving dieir homes 
without male escort to receive medical care. 



We ask tliat die United States government and the United Nations: 
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• not recognin ^ Tilibtat or my government diet violiies womeii's humio rights, is 
a legitiaiite govenaiait in Afghiasstas; 

• QOt tllew die Tilibaiu or any govmunent ttal violittes womoi's famiiiii rigfits in 
Afghinistati, access to t Uatted Niii<»s sett; 

• do everydiiag in your power to restore women's bnmin rights to mxk, edi»:ation« 
heihh cire and safety in Af ^lanistan, including pressuring Pakistan and Satidi 
Aiibii to stx^ finding die Taliban* 



Sincerelyt 

Eleanor Smealt President 
Fradaiit Minority 

Kim Oandy, Executive Vice President 
NaUonal Organiatlon for Women 

Gloria FUdt^Pketident 

Planned Amnlbood Fedrntioa of Anmicn 

Marcia Ann GtUes{»e, Editor in Chirf 
Ma.Migailiie 

Susan Bianchi-Sandf Chair 

NatiMel ^ ^yrl l of Wobmii's OrgantyaHftfis 

Prema Mathat-Dcvis, CEO 
YWCAoftheUSA 

James Wagoner, Executive Director 
Ad voeiilaa f INT ToQlk 

v-nefyi a» reiBrsont Asaocsaie uncuXf reQeru* 
Goveroment Relations 
AmerfciB Nnnei AjModnlkin 



Eileen McGnub, Executive Directtxr 
Affitftcan Medical Wonm^s Association 

Bianca Jagger* Member <rf the Executive Director's 
Leadership Council 
Amnesty Xntematlooal 

Kaditooi Ferrar, Acdng Director 
women s aoioies riugiam 
Arimm Stale University 

Aruna Rao, Presideot 

Attmiattffn for Women in Development 

Nancy QrvMi, Director 
Women's Soidies 
A vOa College 

Emily FergusoOf Administrative Assistant 
Belfor Center for Amerlcmi Floralism 

" I^. Yvonne Scraggs-Leftwich, B^cudve Director 
and C0.0. 

Black Leadership Fonim» Inc* 



Glcma Jolmsoot Preeideot 
coaniion of uuMir uohiii wonn 

Omar Samadt President 

Af g ht ttttMi iBferauitlon Cestei/Axadl A^^han 

RMlfo 

Kona iropait xsxecQove i/irecmr 
Aignin women a AaeoGmnoB 

An^ Isaacs, Nttioeal Director 
Americue fop DeflMKralle Actlen 

Robert Harris, Administtaiive Assistant 
AmerittB JewWi Conmitiee 



Jttciih RohMnSi Administretor 
Women's SnuSesPiogram 
BowddnCdlege 

Kafhliffen Mnmy IKxoOt Diiector 

Women's Smdiee 

BowUng Green State Uttlvtrsity 

Joyce Mocriseey 

Caltfinmln Federatleo <tf Bnafaiees and 
Pr ofeisl eiial Wemtti 

Aances IQsdins. Pkeddent 

Martha Bori^ Preeidestt 

f^ fnlff §^ Advancemenl of PuMtc Pol^r 
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Hareh 29, 1999 




Gr««tinga to all o£ you who hm gmthmfd fox this , 

•▼•nt. I ragrot balng unsbla to bm with you ik parson 
out wane «o shaxa with you ay strong support for alf ores to halp 
tha wonen and girls of Afghanistan. 

For two daeadaa tha Afghan paopla hara suffarad->£irst from 
invasion and than from civil strifa. Mora than 300,000 parsons 
hava baan intarnally displaead; mora than 2.6 million ara 
raf ugcas . 

Tha factions rasponsibla for tha fighting hava 
aystamatically abusad human righta and ara dasarving of our 

contaapt in thair. treatment of women. 

currently the most powarful faction is the Taliban, which 
appears to baliere that tha only rights woeien have are the 
'i'^i!-.^® remain silent, unemployed, uneducated and unseen. As 
the 21" century preparea to dawn, the Taliban ia leading 
Afghanistan back to the pest. Our slaters deserve better; they 
deserve a real choice and a true chance at a life of dignity and 
opportunity. 

Afghan woman have asked for our help, and ve have responded 
by increasing our aid to feed, educate and train rafugeea; by 
prasaing both factions to pezait nongovernmental organizations 
to operate freely and securely j by seeking a peaceful settlaoMnt 
to the war; and by making it clear to Taliban leaders that they 
will not gain the diplonatie recognition they seek until they 
accord Afghan girls and women tha righta they deserve. 

Once again, Z greet you and, congratulate you for your ^ 
efforts. You may be assured that as long as Z aa Secretary of 
state, American foreign policy will strive to advance the eeuse 
of human dignity in Afghanistan. 



Madeleine K. Albright 



Unocal Quits Afghanistan Pipeline Project 



prewrt of low world ou Pflcts. f taP 
tnist anmpi mat awaaofl unocai'i 
comaqai wttn tut TaitDan, tna natfT 
nacotaUit liiainic moviintnt tftai 
niiot Aigftanistan, ana conctfn 
aixmt tna prasanca ot laa acctagT 
tarronat osama Din Lanan m tna 
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tha odi^ coQSorttuni mambara 
ara tlia Govanmant of TUrkmani-. 
stan» tha formar Sovlat rapubUc; thT 
Ddca on ComiMuiy of Saudi Arabia; 

tha Itodni Corporatton and Ii^wx of 
Japan; thaHyuadalEnilnaartoi^ 
CooatnietkMi Company of South i»- 
ran. Mid tha Cgajcant Gfoiy o f Paldk 

Stan. 



Tha Fwiteiai Ma: 




DMaonaa 



thaStataofCaUftmdato/avofca 
cai'i cnanar, and Mavta 
wtfaof'Tgfo^ 
Lay •ttandaa a company inar» 
hoidar mayina last Jiaia to gimpiaia 

aboiu itt d taitnat wff n ma tjub» 
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VOICE OF 

AFGHAN WOMEN 

INDEPENDENT & UNALIGNED 

March 29, 1999 
DECLARATION 

We typical and proud women of Afghanistan have gathered 
here today to protest against the unfair and misleading campaign that 
the Feminist Majority and like-minded group have started under the 
name of Women's Rights in Afghanistan. 

The Feminist Majority organization has been giving out 
incorrect information to the public, which is intended to create bias 
against Afghanistan and Islam. They spread propaganda and cause 
economic hardship in Afghanistan. They have a hidden agenda, which 
has nothing to do with Women's Rights in Afghanistan. They have no 
accurate knowledge of real conditions in our devastated homeland. 
Moreover, we question the credibility and reliability of their sources 
that provide them information as well as underlying motives of these 
sources. 

To our best knowledge, these sources are paid agents who 
previously worked with the communist regime that destroyed our 
beloved country and want to now make fortunes out of Afghans' 
misfortune. 

While we call your attention to the following issues we 
strongly request that The Feminist Minority organization and the like- 
mined groups put an inmiediate end to their false claims and 
destructive campaign. We would like to make it very clear that they 
will be accountable and responsible for the severe hardships and 
damages that they are causing the Afghan women and children. 
Although their intention to help the Afghan women is laudable, their 
misleading and misdirected campaign is causing more harm than good. 

I 

Are you aware of the fact ? 

that men, women and children of Afghanistan side by side took part in 
our glorious struggle against the Red Army and regained our 
independence. (Page one of five) 
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VOICE OF 

AFGHAN WOMEN 

n 

Do you realize? 

that even approaching women's rights in Afghanistan without knowing 
about our glorious history, social, cultural, religious, and economic 
conditions and values is a crime that cannot be tolerated. 

BEFORE PRESCRIBING MEDICATION ONE NEEDS TO 
DIAGNOSE THE PROBLEM AND WHAT HAS CAUSED 
IT. THE TREATMENT THEN SHOULD FIRST START 
WITH THE MOST CRIHCAL AREAS SUCH AS HEART, 
LIVER, BLOOD, ETC AT THE SECOND STAGE 
COSMEnC PLASTIC SURGERY NEEDS TO BE 
RECOMMENDED AND IMPLEMENTED. IN ORDER TO 
REBUILD OUR DESTKOYED COUNTRY, MEN AND 
WOMEN ARE NEEDED TO PARTICIPATE: TO DO SO, 
THEY HAVE TO BE EDUCATED AND SKILLED. IN ITS 
PRESENT CONDmON, AFGHANISTAN CAN BE 
COMPARED TO A PATIENT WHO IS IN INTENSIVE 
CARE. 



II 



Did you know ? 

that Afghans have extreme respect for women that are recognized as 
part of honor and dignity. Their protection and security is cultural and 
religious duty of society, 

IV 

The women of Afghanistan acknowledge and highly appreciate what 
the Ruling Administration (Emaradi-Islami Afghanistan) has done for 
Afghanistan. When Taleban took over the power and conquered 95% 
of the entire country, they inherited demolished cities, villages, and 
collapsed economy. Armed bands and robbers were everyday 
challenge for peace and unity. Rape and kidnapping women and girls 
was a common act. The Ruling Administration collected Arms and 
restored peace and security after a long deprivation of 20 years. They 
prevented the disintegration of our beloved country and saved 
territorial integrity as well as national imity, the values we Afghans 
cherish and die for. At present conditions, one can peacefully sleep at 
night and can travel with any amount of money widiout fear and risk. 
Once again we would tike to emphasize the fact that Taleban came 
into 

(Page two of five) 
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ApriJ 21, 1999 



EDITORIAL 



^^^T^A^L^r^^^d^F^^^^^^ PARTIAL AND EXAGGERATED CLAIMS 
CONTAINED IN THE LETTER OF FEMINIST MAJORITY FOUNDATION 

ADDRESSED TO PRESIDENT CLINTON 

The Editor of Afghanistan Mirror contends that the efforts made by the Feminist Majority 
Foundation for human rights and women. s rights in Afghanistan should be impartial and its 
reports on the events and situations in Afghanistan should be correct and free from 
exaggeration. This was not observed in the letter of the Feminist Majority addressed to 
President Qinton. To convince you, please spare half an ho r to read the following: 

1 ) In the first parargraph of the lettter, we read:" Girls are not allowed to go to school- not even 
elementary school." 

this claim concerning elementary school is completely false and baseless. This editor saw in 1997 
small girls going to elementary schools in Kabul; however, secondary schools for girls were closed 
and continue to be so. 

2) In the third paragraph of the letter, we read:"Before the Taliban's control, women in 
Afghanistan were educated and employed." This false claim seems to be included in the letter by 
supporters of Rabbani -Massoud regime who are signatories of the letter. For your information, 
before Taliban, the regime of Rabbani - Massoud was in control for five years and in the second 
year a decree was issued by Rabbani to ban women from working in the government civil 
service, including radio and television, and ordering women to sit at home. Then, the Supreme 
Court of Rabbani issued a judicial judgement; certain articles of the judgement pertaining to 
womei^eil and covering and education are as followsr- 

The title of the judgement is " Judiciary Judgement for Veil and Covering" which was issued in 
response to an official inquiry by President Rabbani,m by his Supreme Court, dated 5 Sunbulla 
1372 (September 1993), signed by Mawlavi Abdul Ghafour Sanai, President of Supreme Court, 
and it ordred that " the Judgement be implemented in all government units of the Islamic 
republic of Afghanistan.** The said Judgement was published in its original text in Afghanistan 
Mirror, issue No. 34, dated October 1993,pp.74"77; it was also published in the Afghan Press in 
Peshawar - Pakistan. 



Important points of the Judgement pertaining to Veil and Covering are as follows: 



— ^'Woman is private and naked, when she goes out of the house, Satan instigates his followers 
of suspicion, sedition and libidinousness towards that woman... therefore women better stay 
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existence to combat the lawless and systematic human rights abuse by 
the warring factions with judicial structure destroyed and widespread 
anarchy. 

V 

Did you know? 

that the protection of women*s rights under Islamic laws are: 

riglit to ttve; 
right to have edneatton; 
right to liave properties; 
right to marriage; 
right to do Imsiness* 
Over 1 426 years ago Islam directly identified the above rights. 
Prophet Mohjumned (PBUH) in regards to women's rights staled in his 
farewell speech: 'Do treat your women well and be kind to them, for 
tfiey are your pailnen and committed helpenu'* In Islam acquiring 
education is obligatory for men and women. Any Islamic government 
including Emarath - Islami Afghanistan can not ignore these Islamic 
orders. 

VI 

Those who raise women's issue in Afghanistan are using it for 
political games and power. The issue has became profitable source of 
making fortune out of people's misfortune at the hands of a limited 
selfish group. The Afghan women do not benefit from most of the 
fundraisings that has been done in their names. 

vn 

The international isolation and sanctions demanded by the Feminist 
Majority is starving the Afghan people: men, women and children. 
The Feminist Majority is badly misrepresenting the reality of life for 
women in Afghanistan. The have yet to check the credibility and the 
motivation of those who provide them with misleading information in 
order to isolate Afghanistan. 

vin 

There are pitifully few hospitals or schools or even standing buildings 
in Afghanistan, but women go to them. The Afghan tradition requires 
that women must be modest in dress. The burqa (also known as 

(Page three of five) 
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chadan) is not the law, but long held tradition. Women are free to 
leave their homes unaccompanied and do so. They were not able to 
do so when the warlords reigned and ruined Afghanistan, when rape 
and kidnapping women and girls were the orders of the day. Women 
do get treatment by the best medical personnel available, whatever the 
gender of the doctors. The policy of isolation imposed and promoted 
by the Feminist Majority has left women's medical facilities with a 
severe shortage of supplies. Over 80% of women patients suffer from 
Anemia due to lack of nutritious food and proper medication. 
Children suffer and die of respiratory diseases everyday. The 
rehabilitation programs for mine victims have closed. UNOCAL gave 
up Its plans for building a pipeline through Afghanistan. If would 
have provided jobs for thousands of Afghans and fed their women and 
children. 

K 

Emarath - Islami Afghanistan seeks help to open more schools for 
girls and awaits funding of women's universities. For the second year 
women have been tested and registered for a medical university in 
Kabul. Due to the isolation and sanctions promoted by the Feminist 
Majority and the hke-mmded groups funding have not been 
forthcoming. The right of widows to work is protected by religious 
edict. OAer women may work and do work with foreign aid 
programs in professional projects and medical facilities. Women are 
very actively and freely engaged in agricultural and small industrial 
projects. They work in farms, shepherd animals, and participate in 
other community chores on a daily basis. They are allowed to dress in 
traditional clothes (everyday outfits and a long scarf). 

X 

Afghanistan is getting on its feet. Finally, after 20 years of warfares, 
in 95% of the country peace and security which are the cornerstone 
for progress and development, have been restored. Afghans, men and 
women are hard-working and are trying to rebuild their lives and their 

country. They need real help: support; love^ respect 
recognitioii, advice^ undeistanding^ medicine, food and funds 
to grow and prosper. 
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Please do not listen to one-sided non-representative allies of the 
Feminist Majonty. We encourage you to hear the real voice of 
Afghan women from inside Afghanistan who plead with the 
international community for help to fimd programs for health care, 
development and education. So that they will over come adversity 
and move towards a normal life. 

The Ruling Administration has extended an invitation, to 
whomever is interested, to visit Afghanistan and gather first - hand 
information. 

XI 

Lastly, we suggest that you devote todays fundraising 
money to sponsor desperately needed medical facilities^ 
rehabilitation programs and schoob in Afghanistan. We 
also strongly recommend that you closely monitor these 
funds and see for yourselves where and how they are being 
spent 



We will be glad if we could be of any assistance to you in 
order to understand the current status of Afghanistan and together we 
could approach the most essential areas that Afghan women could 
benefit from. We know our people have many problems to resolved, 
but we need to deal with them m terms of priority. 



WITH BEST REGARDS 



Toroekav Waic 



Torpekay viaidah 
President 




|ia Mamid 
'ice President 
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To my Afghan friends: 



1 April, 1999 



Surely one of the darkest chapters in recent Afghanistan history, is the story of the 
infamous Pul-I-Charki Prison. Here, ordinary citizens: men, women, and children, regardless of 
age or circumstance were arbitrarily subjected to inhumane treatment and abuse that defies 
description. Physical and mental torture, summary execution; loss of property rights; protracted 
incarceration without formal charge; starvation; venality, violence; and degradation: uncivilized, 
assaults against the Afghan people, their millennium-old institutions of culture and religious 
convictions by the USSR and their Communist allies. 

This insanity was neither accidental, nor the aberrant behavior of a minority of 
psychopathic individuals, these unspeakable crimes constituted institutionalized terror, terror 
tlilly-sauctioned by Moscow! This manifestation of horror and barbarity represented an 
instrument in which the Soviets prosecuted a war of genocide in their quest for economic and 
strategic supremacy in Afghanistan! 

For the sake of ftiture generations of Afghans, and for the historical record this story must 
be told in the most minute and graphic detail. And though I am humbled by the solemnity and 
enormity of this project, I am confident that the support and assistance of the Afghan people will 
guide me in the rendering of a complete and truthful account. 

Therefore, through this letter I seek the assistance of any and all Afghans that have 
personal experience of Pul-I-Charkhi or other satellite detention centers such as Sadarat, and have 
had family members that were incarcerated in any of these facilities and wish to share those 
experiences with me for the purpose of researching and producing a written history of the Soviet- 
Communist Penal System in Afghanistan from 1978-1989. Those who wish to share those 
experiences, photographs, and/or documents, are encouraged to contact me at the above address 
or telephone. Submissions will be graciously accepted in English, Pashtu, and Dari. 

As this work progresses, I anticipate traveling to Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Russia in 
search of material and will be conducting interviews at those locations. 

It is my intention to dedicate this historical narrative to the memory of those courageous 
Afghans who suffered and perished within an evil, Soviet-Communist penal system. 

The summary execution and torture of tens-of-thou sands of iilnocent people must not and 
can not have been in vain, their story must be told, and their story must be recorded, cherished, 
and preserved for all time. It is my hope that one day this document may stand as evidence in a 
war crimes tribunal, convened to bring to justice those who participated in this unspeakable 
horror. 

Please pass on a copy of this letter to anyone you know who has suffered 
from the Soviet-Communist penal system. Bruce Richardson 





indoor- No insistence or recommendations are necessary concerning outgoing of women from 
the house, and those who do so are foolish, ignorant or followers of lust.** 

— - " Woman is prohibited from raising her voice (loudspeaking) which may be heard by aliens, 
because from hearing the voice of her jeweleries and anklet bells seductive acts may arise... 
(Note by Editor: prohibition of wearing high heel shoes in public which is considered noise 
producing and attractive, pertains to this Judgement). 

— The entire body of women should be covered from men, and women must not show 
themselves to men, muslim women should even cover themselves from adulterous women 
because adulterous women would describe them to men; a virtuous woman therefore should keep 

herself covered in the presence of an adulterous woman. Muslim women are not allowed even to 
see a blind man, if he is alien to them." 

— When women have to go out of their houses for the needs of life, they must cover their 
faces and bodies with big veils, and clothings should be covering, because the prupose of 
covering is avoiding exposure, clothings which are not covering are not considered ''Hi jab" a 
means to avoid body exposure; clothings used for "Hi jab" covering the body, should not be thin, 
ornamented or colorful so as to attract attention of the public." 

— " Clothings for "Hi jab" avoiding exposure should not be tight and figure- showing, it should 
be wide and free so as not to show the body or naked parts or seductive and attractive parts of. 
Clothings should not be perfumed so as to attract public attention; a woman wearing perfumes 
and passing by a gathering of men is considered adulterous; women should not wear clothings 
like those of men, men wearing clothings special to women and women wearing clothings 
special to men, have been cursed." 

On Women|^Education:- 

— " Acquiring knowledge and inquiry about knowledge is an obligation for the Muslim men 
and women, the knowledge being that of the sciences of religion, such as Beliefs and Faith, 
Qoran (the Book), Sunna (deeds of the Prophet and Islamic customs & traditions), and Islamic 
Jurisprudence... Muslim women are obligated to acquire the primary and necessary knowledge of 
the religion, observing all the religious obligations and prohibitions, from their close relatives 
and non-prohibited persons, because Islamic Jurisprudence limits the place of education and 
schools for women only in their houses or the houses of their non-prohibited relatives." ( Note 
by Editor: According to this Judgement, education ( or cquisition of knowledge) for men is 
limited only to matters of religion, and for women the basic and primary knwledge of the 
religion.) 

— " For women to go out of the house for the acquisition of religious knowledge is ridiculous 
and null, and construction of school for them, and allowing them to go out by groups to schools, 
is prohibited, even if their teacher is a Muslim, and even if there is preparation of covering and 
non-exposure in those schools, because experience has shown that schools have left bad and ugly 
effects on the morality of women, and continue to do so, bringing bad and undesired results, 
contrary to Islamic principles, and defecting their morality." 

--- " Acquisition of modern sciences in schools by Muslim children, girls in particular,is 
prohibited, before the acquisition of Islamic knowledge, and experience has shown that such a 
practice has resulted in abandoning and quitting the acquisition of the knowledge of Islam. It is 
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ordered Not to teach girls writing.** therefore, in all judgements passed by authorised scholars 
of Islam education and teaching of composition to women is prohibited. Ibn Massoud saysf 
Teaching composition to women has, in most cases, resulted in seductive and evil acts, because 
they write to aliens and prohibited ones restricted and desirous matters...** 

The above are excerpted from the main text of the Judgement issued during Rabbani 
government, and the Judgement concludes with the following lines: 

Since 16 months muslim women of our Islamic State have been working as before in the 
units of the Islamic government and they have been active in schools and in radio and 
television, also they walk freely in the bazaars without veil, and no change has taken place from 
the past, however we hear everyday from Kabul Radio that God's Orders are being implemented, 
especially in respect to Veil (Hi jab) and Covering (Satr). It is seriously and recommendably 
required from the authorities of the Islamic State and Government to Lmplement all Gods 
Orders, especially those of the Veil and Covering immediately, and to expeli women from the 
government offices, and to close women schools, which are in facts centers of adultery and 
• prostitution, also to expell women from Radio and television, hence proving that God*s Orders 
are truly implemented. The Judgement of the Supreme Court hereby submitted so requires.** 

In accordance with another report published by (WUFA) in Peshawar in March 1993, which was 
excerpted by Afghanistan Mirror issue No. 32, July 1993, President Rabbani has declared schools 
and hotels as centers of corruption. 

Submitting an English translation of the excerpted text of the Jurisprudence Judgement during 
Rabbani's government in 1993 for the information of the American public, wf would like to 
draw the attention of the Feminist Majority Foundation to the influence exerted by the 
followers and supporters of Rabbani-Massoud among the leaders of Feminist Majority, injecting 
and submitting incorrect and false reports. In other words, what is considered in the letter of 
Feminist Majority as ''Before the Taliban's control...**, that period was the shameful ruling of 
Rabbani-Massoud government, when women,s rights and respect for human dignity were much 
worse than the current period of Taliban. In Rabbanis ruling period (1992-1996), thousands 
women, including married ones, were abducted and a good number of those are still alive in 
Panchir, included in the harem of Massoud's commandants. However, during the reign of King 
Zahir Shah until 1973, also during the pseudo republic of Mohammad Daoud until 1978 human 
dignity of women as well as women rghts for education and employment were observed to a good 
extent. Continuation of such a policy by Feminist Majority, i.e outdoor influence and incorrect 
reports, would damage its prestige among the Afghan intellectuals and public. 

3) Statistics published in the letter of Feminist Majority on the employment of women— that 
half of Kabul University population was female, that 60% of University teachers were women, 
that 50% of school teachers and 40% of Afghan doctors were women — are incorrect and 
exaggerated. Such exaggerated figures given to you by your Afghan friends- those who always 
exaggerate facts two to three folds, and you published them without rechecking, damages the 
prestige of the Feminist Majority Foundation. Reliable statistics on Afghanistan until 1978 may 
be obtained from the United Nations records. 

4) Among your three demands from the government of the USA and United Nations, your first 
two demands are very unjust and partial and you seem to be influenced. Feminist Majority 
should prove to all Afghans , or at least to the intellectuals, that it is an impartial Foundation, 
striving only for women rights in Afghanistan, and does not take side in the internal politics of 
Afghansitan. Your demand "not recognize any government that violates women's rights, as a 
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legitimate government in Afghanistan; and not allow any government that violates women's 
rights in Afghansitan, access to a United Nations seat;" would be considered impartial and 
non-aligned when both the US and UN rebuff their recognition from the non-existing Rabbani 
regime, leaving the Afghanistan seat currenlty occuppied by an illegitimate representative of a 
government in exile suspended until a legitimate government is established in Afghanistan. 

From the above cited Judgements passed and implemented during Rabbanis government in 
Afghanistan, you are now in a position to realise that violations of women,s rights and invasion 
of women dignity and privacy began during Rabbani s government and peaked to maximum. A 
huge women demonstration in Kabul in August 1992,in fron of President Rabbani s office, was 
reported by B.B.C., VOA and Afghansitan Free Radio in Germany, which was also published in 
Afghanistan Mirror, issue No. 27 of August 1992,p.31; over 1500 women were shouting the 
following slogans for four hours: 

We want the right to live, the right to work and the right to seek education. Why they cut 
women, s breasts, ears and noses? Don't we have the right to live in our own country? Is there a 
government in our country and in this city? If you cannot defend women inside their houses, 
then resignr 

Unfortunately, still to this date, a representative of the same government represents 
Afghanistan in the United Nations!!! Neutrality and good will of the US government and the 
Feminist Majority Foundation would be proven to the Afghan people when they see that you do 
not recognize both guilty regimes, Taliban and Rabbani regimes both. As long as you extend 
your hands of friendship and cooperation to a guilty, corrupt and ousted regime, considering the 
other guilty regime illigitimate and unworthy of your trust, your good will, neutrality and 
non-aligned position would be questioned by the majority of Afghan people ! 

Your other demand from the US and UN to exert pressure on Takistan and Saudi Arabia to stop 
funding the Taliban,*' is again unjust and extremely partial; many Afghan intellectuals have 
expressed a somewhat similar opinion to this editor that this demand may have been dictated by 
Dr. Rawan Farhadi to Feminist Majority, because it has appeared repeatedly in weekly Omaid 
and other Rabbani publications. For the F.M. Foundation which embracess learned individual of 
both sexes, such an uncalculated demand is childish and damaging, because: 

(a) Saudi Arabia has been displeased with Taliban for over a year, suspending its diplomatic 
relations, and it is a common knowledge that it has not given any financial assitance to Taliban 
for two years. However, the Saudi government cannot stop pro Bin Laden Arab millionaires 
from their intended contributions. 

(b) Pakistan continues to support Taliban, but for reasons unknown to many, US and UN are not 
willing to exert enough pressure to stop Pakistan from what it is doing. 

(c) A genuine and general criticism on your partial judgement and position stems from the fact, 

as you know, that Iran, Russia and India have been assisting Rabbani-Massoud ousted regime by • 
giving it destructive weapons, among other things. Why as a humanity loving and neutral 
Foundation, the Feminist Majority did not ask the US and UN also to exert similar pressure on 
these governments ??? 

Respected Leaders and Authorities of Feminist Majority Foundation ! 

This editor is 70 years old, a former Professor of Kabul University who earned his degrees in 
America and has also taught here, he is also a naturalized Afghan-American. Permit me as a 
fellow- American to tell you that your policy of not inviting a number of Afghan journalists 
residing in California, such as Mr.Omar Khetab, Editor of Radio Payam Afghan for 5 years, Mrs. 
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Farida Anwari, Editor of Radio 24 hours at San Franciso for S years and Mrs. Mina Karbassi, 
Editor of Radio 24 Hours in Los Angles for 2 years, and the writer of this letter, Editor of 
Afghanistan Mirror for 10 years, in your event of March 29th, 1999 in Hollywood, has been 
interpreted by many Afghans residing in California as a non-American and un-democratic 
gesture. We, the Afghan-Americans are naturally much more interested in and informed on 
Afghanistan, than you native Americans, and we can never hide the facts and truth. I visited 
Afghanistan in 1997 for four months and I observed the situations closely; I published my 
observations and documentary filming of Kabul in a three hours video cassette, over two 

thousand copies distributed to Afghan circles in US and Europe, Australia, etc, 
I avail this opportunity to declare candidly that from the contents of your letter, with the 
exception of the points discussed and criticised above, duly documented, other critics of the 
abuses of human and women,s rights contained in your letter, are factual and correct. 

Also, it is my observation that the only quality and priority in connection with women,s rights 
and human dignity of women that Taliban may be credited for, compared to Rabbani s ousted 
regime, is that Taliban have truly respected the honor and chastity of women, but Taliban's 
record in all other aspects of human rights and women, s rights is bad, whilst during Rabbani*s 
regime women's honor and chastity were often violated by government commandants. 

You, the Feminist Majority, always raise the issue of women's rights, but there is no one to 
raise the issue of men's rights in Afghanistan, for violation of men s rights is worse than that 
of women, s at the present time: Employemnt and Retirement laws, with equal opportunity, 
which prevailed before, are abandoned; in a poor country where the government is the only 
employer, thousands of civil and military personnel have been ousted, adding to unemployment 
and poverty; education and foreign degrees are devaluated; from the leadership of the Taliban to 
the care taker cabinet to the low level personnel at the rank of branch directors are all Talibans; 
the nation has no control over the state revenues, no such inquiry is allowed and the Finance 
Ministry is not accountable; free press does not exist and the rights of free speech and criticism 
are abolished; the majority of Kabul, s residents can neither afford coffin and funeral expenses 
nor have the right to burry their deads; clothings and facial appearance are imposed on men, and 
all entertainment means and occupations are declared illegal. 

And to the Talibans, I say the following: — 

Oh brothers,** What you cannot hear or see, you cannot say!" Yes, there are things that we see, 
hear and know very well, but you are following an "ostrich policy" which penetrates its head 
under sand after running a long distance and then sees the world in the dark. Concerning 
women's rights, with the exception of women's honor and chastity which have been observed 
honorably by your government, in all other aspects women are treated like animals: to eat, to 
give birth, to serve in the house and to die. Unfortunately, the practice of multi marriage 
which had decreased in Afghanistan, has been renewed and accelerated in your period. All the 
noises and voices raised around the world, and the disrespects addressed to you by the 
international institutions concerning women's rights, to cite an Afghan proverb "Is this dead 
worth this mourning?" 

On the one hand you claim that security has been established throuhgout the territories under 
your control, and it is so a fact; on the other hand the closure of schools and university for 
women is cited as a matter of security concern, thus creating a logical controversy ! If security 
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exists, and it is a known fact that it does, then the closure of schools and university for women 
is an excuse tied with your Talibism conditions and orientation, which should not be imposed on 
the Afghan deserving nation by bayonets at this dawn of the 21st Century ! 

Brothers! You cannot hide facts from the world, also you cannot fight with the world! 
Humanity's speed for progress and civilization does not stop because of your regressive desires, 
the world humanity in the 21st Century is proceeding towards accurate computerized 
calculations to dominate the space, and you cannot violate men,s and women, s rights in 
Afghanistan by gun and bayonet because your stratum policies so desire- a stratum which does 
not exceed fifty thousands in number, the Afghan nation is alert and alive and is a history 
making nation, it is obliged to go along with the caravan of humanity, because humanity 

caravan too does not allow for one of its parts to dacay. You should shake yourself and make a 
self evaluation and critics of yourself, the Afghan nation has not yet given you its political 
power and destiny by its own free will and choice, you do not enjoy a political legitimacy and 
you rule by means of ceased powers like Rabbani's ousted regime. If you do not return sooner 
the peoples powers, with which you are entrusted temporarily, peoples of Afghanistan and those 
of the world would join hands together to retake the entrusted powers from you, and you will 
have no more trust. The assumption that you have collected weapons from the public to arm the 
Taliban stratum, so there may not be any public rise against you, is completely raw and empty. 
During the occupation of about 200 thousands Soviet troops, Afghans were empty handed, they 
did not have any weapons, but gradually they became organized , they found weapons with 
which they defeated the famous Red Army; you should fear that day ! Islam, thanks God, has 
been in Afghanistan before and will remain to eternity, and God Almighty Himself protects 
Islam; you have the right to and can implement Talibic Islam to your own stratum, but you do 
not have the right to turn the entire Afghan nation Talib. Communists pursued a similar policy, 
but they failed and became disreputed. 

Dear Talib Brothers! Your treatment of the cultural aspects of Afghan people also deserves 
criticism for it seems that you want to establish Arabic culture in Afghanistan; however, 
Semitic culture differs from Arian culture. Afghans have accepted Islam willingly and treasures 
it dearly, but they have not accepted Arabic culture nor Talibic culture; beard and turban, for 
instance, are not obligated by Islam, but you have made both obligatory on Afghan people. In 
Afghan culture and traditions men in majority have worn beard willingly, but it has never been 
imposed and Afghans in the course of history have had a choice. Afghan men have worn four 
types of head covers: turban, karaqul hat, embroidered taqin and pakol, why then you have 
imposed turban alone on people? A point noteworthy in this connection is that the majority of 
muslim men perform the Haj pilgrimage in Holy Mecca with bare heads! 

Your treatment of the New Year's Day, Nauroz, is also critical. The celebration of Nauroz to 
welcome the new year on March 21st is an ancient tradition, as well as an aspect of Arian 
identity of Afghan people. Your abolishing the Nauroz celebration, which has no diversion with 
Islam, not only has deprived the people from a good, useful and ancient Arian tradition, but has 
also inadvertently damaged the high interests of Islam and Afghanistan. The interests of Islam 
in the traditional celebration of Nauroz in Balkh, northern Afghanistan, is embodied in the 
belief that the majority of muslims in the countries of Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmanistan 
and others consider Balkh as a great Islamic center, where the tomb of Ali, the Fourth Khalif of 
Islam, is believed to exist, and even during the Soviet and communist domination, every year on 
the New Year's Day thousands of peoples took the risk of crossing the Oxus River by swimming 
to attend the religious and cultural ceremony in Mazare Sharif, also people living along the Oxus 
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